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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's action received March 26, 
2004, 

2. Examiner has reviewed Applicant's arguments and has found them to be 
persuasive; new art rejections are presented. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
Action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 



An accounting method for imposing, by a server, a charge for using an 
application program installed on a client, the method comprising: 
-a function performance detecting step for detecting that a predetermined 
function of an application program installed on the client was performed;/ 
abstract; col 1, L60-65; col 2, L63-65; col 11, L 1-22 

-a user specifying step for specifying a user who performed the predetermined 
function; and/ col 2, L26-50 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Ahmad (US 6,208,974). U £ (S ? 7 





Claim I, 
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-an accounting step for imposing charges on a user specified by the user 
specifying step according to the frequency of performance detected by the 
function performance detecting step./ abstractf... rented on a pay-per-use 
basis.") 
Claim 2, 

The accounting method according to claim 1 , wherein the predetermined function 
is to output data from the client to an external device./ abstract: Software Monitor 
module; col 2, L4-9 
Claim 3, 

The accounting method according to claim 1 , further comprising an application 
program type specifying step for specifying the type of the application program, 
wherein the accounting step imposes a charge according to the type of the 
application program specified by the application program type specifying step./ 
abstract("... pay-per-use basis."); col 3, L1-5; col 5, L16-31 
Claim 4, 

The accounting method according to claim 1 , further comprising a user 
registration step for performing user registration in the case of the predetermined 
function having been performed for the first time./col 24, L 24-33 
Claim 5, 

The accounting method according to claim 1 , further comprising an imposed 
charge amount informing step for informing a client which made a request about 
the amount of charges imposed at that time./ col 2, L5-20; col 8, L 46-54; col 12, 
L 54-60 
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Claim 6, 

A server for imposing a charge for using an application program installed on a 
client, the server comprising: 

-function performance detecting means for detecting that a predetermined 
function of a program installed on the client was performed;/ col 1 , L55-65; col 2, 
L4-9; col 8, L54-64; col 9, L1-15 

-user specifying means for specifying a user who performed the predetermined 
function; and / col 2, L20-61 

-accounting means for imposing charges on a user specified by the user 
specifying means according to the frequency of performance detected by the 
function performance detecting means./ Software Monitor module; col 2, L4-9; 
Claim 7, 

The accounting method according to claim 1 , further comprising a charge 
deducting step for deducting automatically charges imposed by the accounting 
step from an account being under the user's name./ abstract (...pay-per-use."); 
col3,L5-19 
Claim 8, 

An accounting method for imposing, by a server, a charge for using an 
application program installed on a client, the method comprising: 
-a function performance detecting step for detecting that a predetermined 
function of an application program installed on the client was performed;/ col 1 , 
L46-65;col 3, L1-19 
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-a user specifying information obtaining step for obtaining information for 
specifying a user in the case of the performance of the predetermined function 
having been detected by the function performance detecting step; and/ col 2, 
L1 1-61; col 12, L 54-67 

-a user specifying information sending step for sending the server the information 
for specifying a user obtained by the user specifying information obtaining step./ 
col 2, L1 1-61; col 4, L38-57 
Claim 9, 

A client for having a server impose a charge for using an application program 
installed on a client, the client comprising: 

-function performance detecting means for detecting that a predetermined 
function of a program installed on the client was performed;/ col 1 , L46-65; col 2, 
L11-25; col 3,L1-18 

-user specifying information obtaining means for obtaining information for 
specifying a user in the case of the performance of the predetermined function 
having been detected by the function performance detecting means; and/ col 2, 
L11-61; col 12, L 54-67 

-user specifying information sending means for sending the server the 
information for specifying a user obtained by the user specifying information 
obtaining means./ col 2, L1 1 -61 ; col 4,L 38-57 
Claim 10. (NEW), 

A software usage charging system, comprising: 
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-a programmed client computer executing software and detecting the 
software function usage by a user; and/ col 1, L46-65; col 2.L11-25; col 3.L1- 
18 

-a programmed server computer in communication with the client computer and 
charging the user according to use of the software function in response to the 
detecting by the programmed client computer./ abstract("...pay- per- use basis."); 
fig 2 (all); col 3, L1-5; col 5, L16-31; col 7, L1-17; col 8, L41-67 



This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. 
Wasylchak whose telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for 
Art Unit 3624 is (703) - 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1113. 
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